MARRIAGE.

Addresses at the Ceremony Delivered
by English Clergymen.*

A rubric to bhe found in the Church of
England Prayer Book provides for the de-
livery of a sermon during the marriage cer-
emony itself on the duties of man and wife.
Original addresses are frequently substitut-
cd for the Prayer Book homily, so that the
Rev. Mr. Wardell-Yarburgh, vicar of St.
Mary's, Tewkesbury, has made this collec-
tion of sermons delivered by well-known
men; the profits from the sale of the vol-
ume to go to the Clergy Sustentation Fund.

The clergymen whose addresses have been
chosen, represent all schools of thought,
and the sermons included in the volumeo
have been divided into two general classes—
those for ‘' the educated’™ and * simpler
addresses ' delivered to the poorer congre-
gations. A number of marriage hymns,
some of which were still unpublished, have
also been added, as well as valuable sug-
gestions for the arrangement of choral wed-
dings, the latter being by the Rev. James
Baden-Powell, precentor of St. Paul's,
Knightsbridge.

As would be expected, these addresses
having been carefully chosen from among
those made by some of the best-known cler-
gymen of the Church of England, the lan-

guage used and sentiments embodicd will
be found very beautiful. The Rev. Muandell
Creighton, Bishop of London, in the course
of his sermons says:

It is human love which is the great
teacher of the mystery of personality. 1t
shows us that there is something in our-
self beyond the sum of our qualities, our
capacities, and our activities—something
which binds all these together and gives
them a connected meaning. You have
learned that this self grows larger by belng
merged in that of another. It does not
grow by obscrvation from without, but by o
revelation from within. This revelation can
best be gained by perfect intimacy with an-
other. It needs the pnarantee of inseparable
companionship in all things. Its success
depends upon the completeness of mutual

intercourse. This iIntercourse, this com-
panionship, must grow with your growth

and become the centre of your soul's prog-
ress. For this purpose francy must be
turned into something which may endure,
and the gossamer threads of sentiment
must be woven into the homespun stuff of
daily life. This process is only possible if,
from the very beginning, you fully recognize
its necessity and its importance. Constant
intimacy demands perpetual self-discipline
for the purpose of self-surrender. Only so
does one soul grow nearer to another, be-
cause each feecls that it is helped by the
other to grow into an ever-widening world.

Dean Hole, wuaose lectures in America re-

vealed to us a most agreeable personality,
makes a very strong point in his address
when he points out the reason why certain

unions end disastrously:

Why do we see so many unhappy mar-
riages, so much wicked rebellion against
the Divine decree. ** Those whom God hath
joined together, let not man put asunder '?
Because they are too often made impetu-
ously, from passionate admiration, for so-
cial position, increase of income, even from
pique and disappointment, without consid-
cration of character, temper, education, or
religion. Bscause marriage le segarded by
some as a civil contract, and not as a Divine
ordinance. Because the so'emn service of
the Church is ton often regarded as a mere
form—the words fly up, the thoughts re-
main below. Nay, we have that service mu-
tilated, at the suggestion of those who have
not the love which thinketh no evil, who
cannot understand that to the pure all
things are pure, and by those who, ignoring
the vows of obedience to the Church, make
their timid concessions to the world.

Again we find the Rev. Mr. Barker,
Canon of Si. Paul’'s, summing up very com-
pletely what should be a wife’s aims and a
husband’'s hopes and duties in the relation-

ship they are about to enter, telling us that .

a woman's highest aim should be to merge
her own interests, hopes, and ambitions in
those of her husband-—all separate or inde-
pendent life going toward the weakening,

if not the actual destruction, of the sacred
To the man he points '
out that married life is In its highest sense

jidea of marriage.

self-sacrificinl, bidding him learn to be pa-
tient, forbearing, and chivalrous.

Unsclfishness and true manliness win
from the woman more and more, as the
stream aof life broadens and deepens, that

deeper affection and trust which are tho
true glory of the woman, as they are the
strength of the man. If a meek and quiet
spirit is like a necklace of pearls around
a woman's neck, so eourage and patience,
unsclfishness and love are like a crown of
glory round about a man’s brow.

Canon Rawnsley's address is not only
beautifully worded. but contains very valu-
able advice, as will pe seen from the fol-

lowing:

We all bid vou God-speed, and tell you
in the quaint words of the old homily to
have no fear with any amazement, for
though the world is all before you where to
choose, you go forth upon a most adven-
turous journey, and the good angels will
co with you to guide you into all peace,
on this one condition, that the spirit of
self-sacrifice is yours. "The spirit of =clf-
sacrifice. mark you. for married life is not
all dreams; it has its hard realities. The
way of married life is not all smooth; it
has ils ups and downs; nor is it all roses.
It is give and take from first to last. * * *
it is your privilegze God helping you, to
make this earth a little more like heaven.
s s * The late master of Balliol, Dr. Jow-
ett, said: * Marriage is the greatest event
of life; it Is also a new beginning of life.
It is a home for the Yonely, a haven of rest
for those who have been too much tossed
bv the storms of life. It is the best and
most Jastinrg thing., 1t is heaven upon earth,
to live together in perfect amity, and disin-
terestedness, and unselfishness, to the serv-
fce of God and man, until our life is over.”

The Canon of Liverpool, the Rev. J. W.
Willink, introduces a heautiful and unusual-
@y appropriate simile Into his address:

There will, of course. be trials and diffi-
culties to face. What life is free, or ought
to wish to he free, from them? But, as in
the great ocean it is found that, no matter
how the storms may roar and the waves
may toss upon the troubled surface, the
deep underlying depths are ever in peaceful
calm, so it is with wedded life and love:
under the surface of life, possibly to be ruf-
fled or storm-tossed by sorrow and sickness
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and disappointment, there are the depths
of mutual confidence and loving faith which
1no trouble can reach, no storm assail, and
the peaceful calm of your wedded love will

" but grow and expand till time be merged

in eternity, and the heavenly rest of the

. Father's home above olens out before you

in all its fullness of unending glory.

But in a portion of an address delivered
by the Rev. F. L. Boyd, Vicar of St. Al-
bans, Teddington, will be found the most
important, perhaps, of all the advice any-
where offered.

. Further, we should all like to say that
if a marriage is to mean the foundation of
a happy home, the home must be for each
the centre of personal happiness, It is a
matter of common observation that there
are homes which are mere lodging houses,
in which those who are most concerned
have real pleasure and interest in other
quarters—where the husband finds the es-
sential qualities of life in business or in
public dutics—or at his club: when the wife
fecls that her real satisfactions are ob-
tained in ‘‘ society,’” or in artistic or charit-
able work, the home, in any true scnse ol
the word, ceases to exist. HMome is the
place where the heart dwells; within whose
sacred walls are treasured the joys, the
hones, the fruits. and the purposes of life:
it is the starting point of all the ideals and
efforts, the desires and ambitions which
g0 to make us w..at we are; from it we go
forth into the world to enter into whatcver
tasks and duties, whatever relaxations anml
enjoyments, God may set before us, and to
it we return bearing with us the choicest
results of our external life and labors, as
the gleaner in his bosom bears hack to his
family the preecious sheaves, All this, and
much else, that is involved in it, the
Church and the world agrec to say, solemn-
ly dand earnestly, to those who are mar-
ricd.

The simpler addresses are not expressed
in such beautiful language, but make up
for what they lose In charm of diction by
being strong, direct, and to the point. The
Rev. Spencer Jones, Rector of Botsford,
makes some very good points in the ad-
dress from which the following is an cx-

tract:

Learn how teo differ without quarrel-

ing, and how_ 1o argue wiihout sneering.
¢ & & Our Jdifferences, representing as

they do different points of view, muke life
interesting and keep it always fresh.
* = * [t there must be moments of
clash and conflict, and then you must know

how to give and take. It is what are called
small worries that fret. and if we are not

careful, they will produce a cleavage all
the more serious for being so gradually
felt. * * * Remember to give and take,
and when vou cannot be kind, learn to hold
vour tongue. And, last of all, as it is God
who has made vyou one, it only God
who c¢an keep vyou so. Remember all
divorces are not proclaimed in our courts
of justice. It is the undercurrent that is
s0o dangerous, the temptation to separate
without saying so, to acquiesce in some
miserable low level of live and let live. It
is not this that you are undertaking to-
day: a mere existence such as this is o
marred and not a married life.
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